In Family Group Conferences, families who have had children placed in foster or residential care, their extended family, and their community supports are invited to meet to discuss family concerns and solutions. In addition, the community organizations concerned with the protection of children are included. The resources of everyone in the room are valued and respected with the assistance and guidance of a trained neutral volunteer community facilitator; the parents and extended family develop a safety plan. A plan is created that will ensure the safety and care of the children, while respecting the family's importance. The family then shares their plan with the service providers and revisions are made if necessary.
The main goals of the conference are to strengthen families while protecting and developing permanency plans for children.
Cost savings: The average cost for residential care would range from $24,531 - $43,143; Traditional Foster Care from ages 0-5 to ages 13 and over go from $3924 to $4,884. Family Group Conference cost per family is $2,584....quite a savings.
For additional information on this program, please contact the St. Louis County Family Court.
