Susan Block was appointed as the Administrative Judge of the Family Court of St. Louis County in January 2000. She oversees the operation of the divisions,   programs, and policies of all cases involving family matters such as dissolution of marriage, paternity, juvenile delinquency, adult abuse, child protection, guardianship and adoption.

Alumna of Penn State University, Judge Block graduated with a Juris Doctorate  from St. Louis University Law School. She began her judicial career in 1979 as an Associate Circuit Judge in St. Louis County, and in 1995 appointed Circuit Judge of St. Louis County Circuit Court. Her special interest involves domestic violence and child maltreatment and she has published numerous articles on the subject. She is also a contributing writer for the St. Louis Post Dispatch.

She has convened committees on Juvenile Hate Crimes, Family Group Counseling, Permanency Planning for Children and Foster Care and Adoption Strategies. She was appointed to the Juvenile Information Governance Committee, the Children’s Service Commission and to the Children’s Justice Commission by the Missouri Supreme Court.
In addition to her judicial role, Susan Block has served on the adjunct faculty as a Professor of Law at St. Louis University, Washington University, and Emory University Schools of Law. She has served on the Board of Directors of Metro-Theater Company and currently serves on the Board of Directors of Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri. She is a member of WINGS advisory board for Jewish Family and Children Services. She is on the Founding Board of Washington University Law School Children and Youth Project and charter board member of the National Association of Truancy Prevention.
Judge Block’s work as Judge of the St. Louis County Family Court:

During Judge Block’s tenure at the Family Court and as Administrative Judge, her vision and leadership brought about several new and innovative programs providing exemplary services to children. Only a few of these are:

•
Truancy Court Diversionary Project: This project has grown from one Judge (Judge Block) at one school, to 20 Judges and 16 schools participating in 2003. The program received the MJJA Award of Excellence in May 2001. The positive changes of this project are categorized into three areas: improvement in children’s lives, state awareness and national involvement. The Truancy Court was originally    totally funded by a DESE Safe Schools Grant; now each school district financially supports the program. Some statistics of those participating in the program: attendance per participating student increased 62%; self esteem is increased; this major lifeline into troubled children’s lives has given them another chance in the right direction.

•
Greenbook Initiative On Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment developed by the National Council: Aided by the leadership of Judge Block, members of the Domestic Violence and Child Welfare Communities partnered together with the Family Court of St. Louis County to compete on a National level with over 90 jurisdictions to become on of the six demonstration sites for the implementation of the recommendations for more effective interventions for battered women and their children. Results include a DFS and Kathy Weinman Center partnership for collaborative service delivery; a Greenbook funded DFS Domestic Violence Specialist, training on child orders of protection for family court staff, a Greenbook funded Court Case Coordinator for child abuse and neglect cases that involve domestic violence, and more….


•
Juvenile Conference Committee: Judge Block was key in identifying the need for a diversion program that works with juveniles referred to the Family Court for minor, first-time offenses. This project won the MJJA Award of Excellence for its contribution to Juvenile Justice in May 2002. Through Judge Block’s commitment, each year this program has increased the number of youth given services in the community. It began in July 2001 with two communities and 8 youth, and has grown to 28 communities and 93 youth as of July 2003.

•
Family Group Conferencing: Judge Block spearheaded the decision to bring Family Group Conferencing, an innovative alternative dispute resolution program to the 21st Circuit Family Court. The solutions determined in this program are creative, respectful and ensure the safety of the children. This program won the MJJA Award of Excellence for its contribution in 2003. Initial evaluation results indicate the this program has increased the number of children residing with relatives/kin instead of traditional foster care. 40% of children served were moved to a less restrictive setting; 77% of the children were not the subjects of subsequent hot line reports. 92% of families who participated in the program were satisfied or highly satisfied with the outcome of their conference.

•
Adoption Saturday: Judge Block initiated the first “Adoption Saturday” in 2001 in conjunction with National Adoption Awareness month. The purposes are to bring awareness to the community of the increasing numbers of children in the child welfare system waiting to be adopted and to expedite the process of adoption for families. This program has led to more frequent coverage of adoptions in the media. Channel 5 Television has created a program called “a place to call Home” which airs three times each week, featuring foster children who are waiting to be placed in a permanent home. 60% of the featured children have been adopted, and it is just in its first year.
